MINUTES OF THE ST NEOT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, 10TH DECEMBER 2025 AT 7:30PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM,
ST NEOT SOCIAL CLUB, ST NEOT

Present: Councillors T Hooper (Chair), C Smith, M Rowe, H Bunt, G Rogers, A
Tamblyn, N Ball and D Glanville.

Cornwall Councillor Sean Smith
Sue Blaxley, Clerk and RFO.

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:30pm and confirmed that no one was recording
the meeting.

Public Participation

None
1. Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor T Thrussell.

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th November
2025

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th November 2025, having been
previously circulated, were agreed as an accurate record. It was agreed that the list
of action points attached to the minutes was a good idea, but that, in future, it would
be circulated to councillors only and not form part of the minutes.

3. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

Councillor N Ball declared an interest in item 19 on the agenda and Councillor G
Rogers declared an interest in items 13 and 19 on the agenda.

4. To receive a report on any matters arising from the previous meeting

Councillor C Smith reported that he has fitted the new swing seat and that he has
repaired the hinges on the lid of the salt bin in the village. Councillor H Bunt said
that he has not yet made a new base for the bin at Lampen and he may just replace
the bin. The Chair said that the fly tipping at Crowpound was removed prior to her
reporting the incident. She said that she has written a letter of support for
Neighbours Together nomination for a Kings Award. The Clerk reported that she
has written to Julie Ball accepting the offer of the scouts being Poppy Appeal
Coordinators. It was noted that Councillor A Tamblyn has not yet sent the play
equipment inspection reports to the Clerk.

The Clerk said that she has obtained a quotation from LHGS for grass cutting for
2026/27. Councillor C Smith said that the picnic table will be moved near the table
tennis table on Saturday. Councillor H Bunt said that the cost of a new picnic table
and benches would be approximately £150. It was proposed by Councillor A



Tamblyn and seconded by Councillor G Rogers that Councillor H Bunt be authorized
to order 3 picnic tables for the Spring. All councillors voted in favour of this proposal.
He said that he will advertise the furniture from Cott Yard as being for sale on
Facebook Marketplace.

The Chair said that she has reported the abandoned car in Loveny Road to PCSO S
Edser who said it is not a Police matter but a civil matter. Councillor H Bunt said that
it is PCSO Edser’s intention to look further into this matter and to pursue the matter
of the large van being parked at the junction of the Carnglaze Caverns Road and the
A38.

The Chair said that she has contacted Heather Taylor regarding donations for St
Neot News and has advertised for candidates for co-option in the newsletter.

5. To receive the Chairman’s Communications

The Chair said that she has received correspondence from a parishioner regarding
recent flooding at Golitha Falls. Some discussion took place regarding the impact
the development at Golitha Falls is having on flooding in the vicinity. It was noted
that there have been several incidents of fly tipping, one site being the half moon car
park at Colliford Lake. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to SW Lakes Trust
and ask them to fulfill their statement to the effect that they would close the car park
due to the fly tipping and anti-social behaviour.

The Chair said that she has received correspondence from a parishioner regarding
the amount of litter on Lettermoor. It was noted that this is not land which belongs to
the parish council. She also said that Cornwall Councillor Sean Smith has circulated
details about Farm Watch Alert as lots of items from farms have been stolen.

Councillor T Hooper said that a parishioner has asked the parish council to ensure
the Carnglaze Caverns Road is safe for use between the village and the A38. She
said that she has responded explaining Cornwall Council’s policy for gritting roads
during icy weather and that it is not the parish council’s responsibility.

It was noted that PCSO S Edser’s monthly report had been circulated to all
councillors.

6. To answer any questions from Councillors, previously notified to the Clerk

None

7. To receive a report from the Clerk

None

8. Doorstep Green and Playing Field

To receive and consider a report on any matters arising relating to Doorstep
Green and the Playing Field



It was agreed that the parish council is satisfied with the work undertaken by the
grass cutting contractor and it was proposed by Councillor N Ball and seconded by
Councillor H Bunt that the quotation from Lanhydrock Gardening Servies for the
grass cutting contract for 2026/27 in the sum of £274/cut plus VAT be accepted. All
councillors voted in favour of the proposal.

It was noted that there will be a working party in Doorstep Green to undertake a
winter tidy up on Saturday 13" December 2025.

9. Shop and Community Hub

To receive and consider a report on any matters arising relating to the shop
and community hub

The Chair reported that an informal meeting had been held with Tina and Katie
Lapthorne. At the meeting, they said that they are trying to increase the footfall to
the shop and that they will be renewing that lease for another year. However, they
wish to relinquish the lease on the community hub and kitchen but will continue to
pay the electricity bill for the entire building. They will continue to use the kitchen for
staff to make drinks and to cook pasties. It was proposed by Councillor C Smith and
seconded by Councillor A Tamblyn that the rent charged for the shop will remain the
same for 2026/27. All councillors voted in favour of this proposal. It was agreed that
the staff could continue to use the toilet facility and they have given their assurance
that chemicals and cleaning materials will not be stored in the toilet.

Councillor H Bunt said that water is being trodden from outside into the building
making the interior flooring very wet. It was agreed that a rubber backed mat would
be laid on the floor.

Councillor C Smith said that the heater in the Community Hub can now only be
operated manually and not using Bluetooth. He said that he will repair the drain on
the side of the external steps.

Some discussion took place regarding the rent to be charged for use of the
Community Hub. It was noted that the Scouts will continue to have priority for their
use free of charge. It was proposed by Councillor C Smith and seconded by
Councillor M Rowe that the charge for the use of the community hub will be
£7.50/hour for regular users and a £5 charge for use of the kitchen and one-off users
will be charged £10/hour. All councillors voted in favour of this proposal. It was
noted that all bookings must go through the Clerk.

10. Cott Yard
To receive and consider a report on any matters arising relating to Cott Yard

Councillor C Smith reported that the new tenant has moved into the upstairs suite in
Cott Yard and is using the space as a therapy centre. He said that Classic Fire has
undertaken their routine testing of the fire alarm and extinguishers and have
identified that the fire extinguishers and the emergency lighting need replacing at a
cost of £595.80 plus VAT. It was proposed by Councillor M Rowe and seconded by



Councillor N Ball that Classic Fire be instructed to go ahead with these works. All
councillors voted in favour of the proposal.

Councillor C Smith reported that he has fitted a new lock to the door from the
upstairs suite onto School Hill. He said that Heather Taylor has reported that the
carpet in her suite is in a poor state of repair and malts fibres. He said that her
tenancy agreement states that the tenant is responsible for maintenance of the
interior and the flooring. It was noted that the replacement of the flooring with new
carpet tiles or a suitable carpet fitted would cost approximately £1,200 plus VAT.
Some discussion took place regarding this matter and it was noted that the tenant is
paying a very reasonable rent compared to the other tenants and that replacement of
the flooring by the parish council would set a precedent. It was proposed by
Councillor N Ball and seconded by Councillor G Rogers that the tenant be referred to
the terms of her lease and that if she wishes to replace the flooring, this should be at
her own expense. All councillors voted in favour of the proposal.

11. Toilets and Car Park

To receive and consider a report on any matters arising relating to the toilets
and car park

None

12. St Neot Orchard

To receive and consider a report on any matters arising relating to St Neot
Orchard

It was agreed that a Working Party will take place on 10" January 2026 between
10am and 12 noon.

Councillor G Rogers, having previously declared an interest, left the meeting during
discussion of the following item

13. PROW
To receive and consider the PROW contract for 2026/27

It was noted that the gold footpaths on Goonzion were cut with a big machine in the
Autumn which has resulted in 4m wide paths and firebreaks. It was proposed by
Councillor A Tamblyn and seconded by Councillor N Ball that the PROW contract
with the existing contractor should exclude these paths for 2026/27 as they will be
cut again with machinery and that the Clerk asks Gary Rogers Gardening Services
for a quotation for the remaining works. All councillors voted in favour of the
proposal.

Councillor G Rogers returned to the meeting.



14. Salt Bins
To consider the provision of salt bins

The Chair reported that she has received a request for a salt bin at Whitebarrow
Cottages. Councillor C Smith said that the bin would have to be mounted on a flat
surface and that the provision of a 200l bin with salt would cost £300.68 plus VAT.
Cornwall Council would top this bin up annually free of charge. It was proposed by
Councillor N Ball and seconded by Councillor G Rogers that a salt bin be provided in
this location and that Councillor T Hooper would identify a suitable location with the
residents and that the residents would prepare the base. All councillors voted in
favour of the proposal.

15. St Neot Social Club

To consider the provision of a glass bottle bin for St Neot Social Club

Councillor G Rogers said that the Social Club need to dispose of the glass bottles
generated by the bar. Some discussion took place regarding the location of a
suitable bin and the potential noise nuisance if quantities of bottles are emptied into
a bin late at night. Furthermore, there was some concern about potential damage to
the tarmac if the bin is located next to the Community Hub by large vehicles
accessing the site to empty the bin. It was proposed by Councillor C Smith and
seconded by Councillor M Rowe that a bin for the disposal of glass be sited next to
the Community Hub but it must be lockable and not used during unsociable hours.
All councillors voted in favour of the proposal apart from Councillor G Rogers
abstained from voting.

16. Donation Request

To receive and consider a request for a financial donation towards the St Neot
Wassail

The Clerk read out an email from Martin Eddy asking for a donation towards the St
Neot wassail which will take place early in 2026. Considerable discussion took place
regarding this matter and it was proposed by Councillor N Ball and seconded by
Councillor C Smith that the parish council does not consider this to be an event that
the parish council should fund. All councillors voted in favour of the proposal.

17. Farmer’s Market

To receive a report from the councillor who attended the farmer’s market on
6t" December 2025 and to appoint a representative to attend the farmer’s
market on 37 January 2026

Councillor M Rowe attended the market on 61" December 2025 and the following
issues were raised: the poor state of the Carnglaze Caverns’ road; the improvement
to Goonzion; the hedges between Penkestle and Searles Down require cutting.



Councillor D Glanville volunteered to attend the market on 3rd January 2026.

18. To receive reports from -

a) Cornwall Councillor

Cornwall Councillor Sean Smith reported that he has received a response from BT
regarding the state of the telephone box in the village saying that if the box deserves
re-painting, it will go into their budget for next year.

In respect of the overcrowding on the Callywith College bus which goes from
Liskeard to Callywith College, he said that changes will be made to the bus routes
and the buses with surplus seats will be diverted. He said the matter of overselling
tickets will be debated in due course.

He explained that the planning application for a replacement dwelling at Bolventor
which was supported by the parish council but not by Cornwall Council has been
withdrawn and the Applicant is discussing an alternative development with Cornwall
Council.

He said that Cornwall Council has examined data relating to the speed of traffic and
the data shows that no changes to the 20mph delineations are justified.

He said that Inkys will pay for a tanker to suction clean the tank at Golitha Falls
when required and this has been agreed with the Lease Officer at Cornwall Council.

Councillor G Rogers said that a parishioner has complained that part of Tripp Hill is
subsiding and the drains are blocked. Councillor H Bunt said that the drains on the
Carnglaze Caverns Road are being cleaned but the roads are not swept of leaves

first so they become blocked again very quickly. Councillor G Rogers said that Biffa
has cleaned the flat roads through the village but not the hills.

b) Goonzion Commoners
Councillor M Rowe reported that the cattle grid at Luna has not yet been cleared. It
was agreed that the tree at Lea Moor would be felled early in the New Year as
previously agreed.

c) SE Cornwall CAP

Councillor T Thrussell had circulated a report to all councillors prior to the meeting.

19. To authorise the signing of orders for payment, including —

Cornwall Pension Fund (Pension for Clerk) - £270.74

Julie Ball (Toilet cleaning) - £161.33

Sue Blaxley (Backpay) - £333.39

Sue Blaxley (3 month’s salary and administration expenses) - £2651.52
Source for Business (Water for Pavilion) - £58.72



Gary Rogers (PROW Cutting) - £855.00

Richards Builders Merchants (Building Materials) - £328.21

Roy Davey (Hedge Trimming) - £1023.00

Cornwall Council (Election Recharges) - £329.24

Jefferys (Advertising and finding a tenant for Cott Yard) - £900.00

Classic Fire (Fire Alarm and Extinguisher Testing for Cott Yard) - £138.00
Christian Smith (Building Materials) - £75.70

Roy Davey (Hedge Trimming) - £1023.00

It was proposed by Councillor M Rowe and seconded by Councillor A Tamblyn that
the above orders be authorized for payment. All councillors voted in favour of the
proposal, apart from Councillors N Ball, G Rogers and C Smith, who having
previously declared an interest, abstained from voting.

20. Finance Report

To consider the precept for 2026/27

Figures detailing the end of year accounts for 2025/2026, the current year’'s Precept,
the Income and Expenditure as at 31st October 2025 and an estimation of
expenditure until 315t March 2026 were circulated to councillors prior to the meeting
as well as draft precept figures for all income and expenditure cost centres. It was
proposed by Councillor M Rowe and seconded by Councillor A Tamblyn that the
precept be raised by 4% for 2026/27, taking the precept from £47,458 to £49,356.
All Councillors voted in favour of this proposal.

21. Co-option
To consider applications for co-option onto the parish council
None.

22. Date of next meeting

To confirm the date of the next Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 14t
January 2026.

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 14" January 2026.

There was no further business and the meeting was closed at 9:15pm.






